Autumn Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Autumn
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at Spring
Brook Lower School!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Christmas.

CONTENTS
Governor’s Message

3

Class 1 Highlights

4

Class 2 Highlights

5

Class 3 Highlights

6

Class 4 Highlights

7

Class 5 Highlights

8

Children In Need

9

Vincent Van Gogh

10

INTERACT WITH US!
This term we have launched our brand new Parent App ‘Parent Connect’, aiming to
keep you up to date with what is happening at school on a day to day basis. If you
haven’t already signed up to the app, please contact us for support.
We have also launched our own facebook page this term... just search for
@SpringBrookLower for regular updates from our staff and young people.

MESSAGE FROM the GOVERNORS
Ho! Ho! Ho! Its that time of year again and I am sure we are all looking
forward to a different Christmas from the last one.
This year has been busy in school and the children have been enjoying a more
normal type of term. They have been busy doing out door projects within
the curriculum and we have enjoyed seeing photographs of them in their
activities.
The Governors appreciate and wish to thank the staff and parents for the
hard work which has gone into bringing more normality to the way they are
working. We appreciate your hard work and trust that you will have a very
happy Christmas and enjoy a ‘healthy’ New Year.
We look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Class 1 Highlights
I think the highlight of this term (for
the boys at least!) was being able to
examine and dissect a set of lungs
and a heart. They have been learning
about how important these organs
are to the respiratory system. Using a
tube, they were able to inflate the
lungs and couldn’t believe how big
they

went!

They

identified

the

trachea and saw the bronchus and
bronchioles.
In the heart, they could see the four
chambers and the valves and were
amazed at how tough the muscle
itself was. Well done Class 1, you’ve
had a great time.

Class 2 Highlights
In class 2, we are
developing some keen
chefs! They love to cook
and bake and are all really
good at trying out new
foods. As part of their
living skills curriculum, they
have been learning how to
make family meals and
looking at the most
economical ways to do
them. This week was a
mixed vegetable dish with
some cheese sauce. They
washed and chopped all
the veggies and cooked
these in the steamer to
retain lots of the nutrients.
Added to this was a
yummy cheese sauce.
Some children had it all
together, and others chose
to dip the veggies in, but
all the boys tucked in and
tried some new foods. I
think we will be having a
Junior Masterchef
competition of our own the
way they are going on.

Class 3 Highlights
Class 3 have been making the most of Mrs Pulman’s forest
school training and head up there every Wednesday. So
far they have made popcorn on the fire which was very
exciting! They have also worked on English, where they
sorted instructions for cooking bread in the outdoors.
After making the dough,
they rolled strips around
twigs and then cooked the
twists over the fire – how
clever is that?! The boys
assured

me

tasted great.

that

they

Class 4 Highlights

One of the themes of the week in Class 4 this term has been learning to
work together. Many people would think that our iPads mean that
children work alone, but it’s the opposite actually! We have worked hard
to make them collaborative working tools and you can see that the
children enjoy working together with them. They support each other
reading, research together and learn to play cooperatively too.
This term has also seen them learning about key events on the Victorian
Timeline in History, lots of practical Maths, teamwork, making playdough,
learning about body parts and their functions, having a social breakfast
each day, making stress balls and a great trip to Heaton Park.

Class 5 Highlights
Class 5 have welcomed a new pupil, Declan,
and Tommy helped him by doing some
sorting of actions that were kind and those
that were unkind. They have also been
looking at how we use technology in our
daily lives and were surprised to hear that
not all of these things were around when
their teachers were at school!
Joseph has been doing so well with his
adding up of numbers and is practicing doing
this in lots of different ways. Tommy has
been comparing numbers using the Diennes
blocks. You can see Cullen’s lovely design of
some odd socks when we were looking at
how we are all different, and Mia and some
of the others matching numbers up to some
sums/pictures in their Maths lesson.

Children in Need
On Friday 19th November we
took part in Children in Need
and raised £42.20. We all
came into school dressed in
our pyjamas and had planned
some special activities in the
afternoon to celebrate the
theme of Working Together
for Children in Need. Mr Cruz
planned an assault course
with a difference. The winners
weren’t going to be the
fastest, but the team that
helped each other the most.
We paired off the children so
that an older pupil was
supporting a younger one and explained that being supportive
was key.
Things like this always have the potential to be…..interesting!
However, the children, without exception, were AMAZING!!!
After the gym, still in their pairs, we headed back to classes
where we had a number of craft/fun activities to do.

Vincent Van Gogh
Class 1 and Class 2 have been learning all about the
artist Van Gogh this week. The children found his
life story fascinating and were very sensitive when
discussing the challenges he faced with his own
mental health. They were able to recognise the
help people can get today, compared to what
wasn’t available in the past, and what they are all
able to do to support their own mental wellbeing.
Class 1 and Class 2 collectively designed and made
artwork to create a Van Gogh inspired display
outside class, and I am sure you will agree, it looks
absolutely fantastic!
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