Autumn Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Autumn
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at
New Bridge School!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
Last term we launched our brand new Parent App ‘Parent Connect’, aiming to keep
you up to date with what is happening at school on a day to day basis. If you haven’t
already signed up to the app, please contact us for support.
We have also launched our own facebook page... just search for
@NewBridgeSchoolOldham for regular updates from our staff and young people.
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Head’s Christmas Message
We’ve finally arrived at Christmas. It’s been a brilliant
term and we’ve accomplished so much. To see all of our
children return to their classes and be reunited with their
friends is one of the things that makes New Bridge
School so special.
I want to say a big thank you to all our students, for
welcoming me as a new Head and for allowing me to be
part of their journey. I’ve been reminded several times
this term, of some of the success stories of our former
students. Jack Bayley has been an advocate for Andy’s
Man Club and most recently, the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme. In one presentation, Jack quoted from an
expression that was widely used when he was at New
Bridge – “impossible is nothing, nothing is impossible.”
This is so true of ALL our young people and they show
us that nothing is impossible daily. They are simply
amazing. We truly hope they all have a brilliant Christmas
break.
To all our staff teams who make this magic happen,
thank you for all your hard work this term.
To our families, carers and partners – we hope you all
enjoy the festive break. Thank you all for your support
with everything we do.
To our governors and trustees, who listen and guide us,
support us and celebrate with us, thank you.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Alison Tootill x

Message From
Executive Headteacher
Welcome to our end of term newsletter, and the first with me
writing to you in my new role as Executive Headteacher of
New Bridge School. It’s fair to say it’s been a busy term for
me as I get to grips with having responsibility for New Bridge
School, New Bridge Learning Centre and New Bridge College.
One of the most enjoyable parts of this term has been
spending time on each site, seeing and hearing about the
wonderful learning experiences being created for the pupils
and students. You’ll find many examples of these in this
newsletter. I’ve also been inspired by the fantastic teams on
each site, they’re the ones doing the magical work of creating
such outstanding learning opportunities for each and every
young person and nurturing their development every day.
However, I know I’ve only begun to scratch the surface. With
so much going on I’m finding that my biggest challenge is just
keeping up with it all! That’s not even counting the many
work-based learning programmes that we have at the College,
with students ‘out there’ in real work settings, learning about
the world of work. “Learning together, Learning for all,
Learning for Life” as we say here at New Bridge. Well I’m
definitely learning how to achieve my aim of regularly keeping
in touch with pupils, students and staff across our huge range
of learning environments both on and off site. Always up for a
challenge, I’m looking forward to a new year and a new term
where I can continue to grow into what is proving to be a very
enjoyable role and one I’m thoroughly grateful for.
As I look to the new year, I’m thrilled to be welcoming our new
Head of New Bridge College, Scott McKeown who starts in
January. Scott has considerable experience working with young
people with SEND in the further education sector and is a fantastic
addition to our New Bridge team. I’ve no doubt his energy and
passion will enable us to continue the outstanding work of the
College find new ways to strengthen and expand our offer.
For now though I want to congratulate all our pupils and
students on their many achievements this term. I want to
express my gratitude to our talented staff team and governors
for your continuing dedication to your roles and everything you
do to provide outstanding education and care for our young
people. Finally, I’d like to say thank you to our families. Your
partnership is essential to your child’s success and your
feedback helps to strengthen everything we do. To all of you, I
wish you a very merry Christmas. As always, I hope you find
time to do the things you love with the people you love.
Take care, stay safe
Gavin
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MESSAGE FROM Cathy Williams, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
I would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas from the New Bridge
Governors. I hope that this term has been more normal for you. We have been
delighted to be able to visit school sites after such a long time. Visits have
included a student council meeting at the Learning Centre, where we heard the
thoughtful and caring contributions of the students, and a tour round the New
Bridge College building. It is a great space that has been well planned for the
students. It is ideally situated for making the most of the facilities of the town
centre, and seeing the new extension at the school site. It provides a great
facility for the Autism base.
New governors have recently joined our governing body. I know that they will
bring new perspectives to the school and strengthen our team. Many thanks
to

the

supported

Trust

team

recruitment

who
and

have
the

induction of new governors.
Have a good break.
Cathy Williams
Chair of Governors
New Bridge School

Cathy Williams
Chair of Governors

School council
This term, as we try to return to some sense of normality, New Bridge School
have launched the School Council again. This will run alongside the Smart School
Council initiative that the school have been running over the last 2 years during
the pandemic.
We invited the Oldham Youth Council to come in to school and do a presentation
on what generally the role of a School Council is and then more specifically, what
the Oldham Youth Council was and its wider role in the community. The answer
and question session at the end of the presentation was very informative and a
number of pupils were interested in joining the School Council and the Oldham
Youth Council. This resulted in pupils writing a manifesto about the what changes
they would like to make in school, as well as in the wider Oldham community.
Haidan and Paris have been shortlisted and will stand in the Oldham Youth Council
elections in December. So, make sure you vote for our candidates.
We have also formed an action team, which has been looking at how to recruit
new members. The options were to apply through an application form, have a
class vote or allow the teachers or the action team to pick the pupils. The action
team had mixed opinions and all finally agreed on an application form and
selection by the action team.
Pupils have then presented this to the different school assemblies and we are
in the process of electing representatives from all the different parts of the
school. To further support this, we will also be relaunching the Smart School to
ensure every pupil in the school has a voice.
We look forward to inviting Mrs Tootil and some of the school governors to a
meeting in the new year where we can discuss some of the pressing issues like
the school playground and outside space that pupils have already raised. So
please do contact the action team with regards to any issues that you would
like the school council to address.

Leanne Meadows - New Governor
I have been working within the MAT since 2017 as a class teacher, and
currently I am Head of Humanities, Primary at Hollinwood Academy. I
am keen to continue to develop my practice as an educator and I am
currently studying an MA in Leadership
and Management. I enjoy my role within
the organisation and have witnessed the
best practice across our schools. I wanted
to be a governor as I am highly invested
in making sure the students within our
organisation gain the best, inclusive
education they deserve. In my leisure
time, I enjoy going to the gym, reading
and long walks with my dogs Ollie and
Sam. I am excited to be on this journey
and can’t wait to get started.

HALLOWEEN BAKESALE
Just before half term, COMLIVLNT held a
Halloween bake sale to raise funds for their
pathway. They set up a stall outside of the
reception area so all pupils had the
opportunity to purchase biscuits and
cakes. The profit from the bake sale will go
towards extra resources that the pupils
would like to purchase for their pathway.

Key stage 3

KS3 has been as busy as ever since
coming back in September. Students
have been exploring the school, and
it almost feels like a whole new world
to both our Year 7 and year 8 pupils!
Despite all these changes, I could not
be prouder of every student in the
department. Teachers have been
giving nothing but praise to both the
work ethic and behaviour of the
students on their return to school.
We

have

had

lots

of

exciting

experiences in our first term: trips to
the cinema to practice our life skills,
various charity days such as Children
in Need and opportunities to learn
about different important events in
the calendar! We are now enjoying
our run-up to Christmas with lots of
festive activities - the best time of
year! (if you aren’t the one having to
clean up the glitter that is…)
All this has been done with a smile,
and after the past 18 months, there
has been no better feeling than to
see all of the students in school with
big smiles on their faces - enjoying
their learning and working hard
towards their destinations.
We hope you all have a wonderful
Christmas holiday, and I cannot wait
to see all the students and hear their
wonderful stories when they return in
the New Year!
Mr Flanagan

Holiday Club

Our Sporty Group enjoyed a number of trips out including a
tennis trip on Monday, the Manchester Football Museum on
Wednesday, City tour on Thursday (including meeting the City
Manager Pep Guardiola!) and Laser Quest on Friday.
The art and craft group got very creative as they enjoyed making
candles, bath bombs and scented soap for the Christmas market
and creating spooky Halloween concoctions in cooking.
We had a great week and the Halloween disco ended the week
on a high note.

BUDS AND BUDDIES
Prior to the Covid pandemic, we had a very successful Bud and Buddy scheme in school. A Bud is a
student who is very helpful, kind, well behaved, who follows the school rules and likes to help. They
are identified by their class teacher and receive some training from Mrs Bingley. If they pass the
training, they can then receive a certificate and a badge so that all staff and other students can see
that they are willing to help others.
A Buddy is a student who is very helpful, kind, well behaved, who follows the school rules and likes
to help, but also can have additional training to be able to assist wheelchair users in school. This is
a very responsible job and students take this training very seriously. Once they have passed their
training, they will receive a badge and certificate so everyone can see they are able to help others
around school.
We also have additional training for Buddies who would like to assist wheelchair users outside the
building due to uneven ground and other factors. This additional training is taken very seriously.
This year we have extended our Buddies by introducing playground Buddies. Again, this is for
students who are kind, helpful and thoughtful. When playing out, if they see anyone who is upset or
lonely, they can help them out by taking them to a member of staff or asking them how they feel.
They can support their peers if the feel they are being bullied or if they just need a friend.
We have found that this system really improves students’ self-esteem, self-confidence and improves
social interaction, encourages empathy and lovely friendships to develop. The interaction between
our more able students and differently abled students is lovely to see, the caring and sensitivity to
others’ needs is amazing.

Cinema Trips
As part of our Learning for Life curriculum offer, Pupils from across
the school were given the opportunity to visit the cinema. Pupils from
year 7,8, 9 and Communication groups got to visit the Savoy Cinema
in Stockport to see a film with their peers. The films were ‘Trolls World
Tour’ and ‘The Croods 2: A New Age’. This was a perfect opportunity
for pupils to work on their Communication and Living Skills targets in
a setting outside of the classroom environment, which links to their
EHCP outcomes.
A big thanks to the Into Film festival
(@intofilm_north) for making this happen. We would also like to thank
the Savoy Cinema Heatonmoor (@savoyheatonmoor) for making it
such a special day for our pupils, making sure that all the pupils were
comfortable and not becoming overwhelmed by adjusting the lighting
and sound as well as starting the films when all pupils were settled.
The whole experience was made even more exciting for pupils as they
got to travel on a specially hired double decker bus, something some
of the pupils had never experienced before.
The pupils from key stage 4 and pathways also got to experience
the cinema as part of the Into Film festival. This time pupils were
able to visit the Vue Cinema (@Vuecinemas) in the Printworks. A big
thank you to the Vue Cinema as they also kindly donated over 150
cinema tickets to pupils in the school who had missed the
opportunity to visit the cinema. Staff teams across the school are
working on the logistics at the moment to ensure all pupils who
missed out get an opportunity to go. The pupils from key stage 4
watched ‘Dear Evan Hansen’ which tackled some difficult subject
matter, but issues that are very important for pupils to address in
key stage 4. Pupils were also able to work on their life skills as they
travelled to Manchester via tram, another new experience for a
number of pupils.
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience and we can’t wait for the
next Into Film festival.

Christmas FestivitieS
We are getting into the full Christmas Spirit throughout December
with events such as our annual Christmas markets, followed by a
festive Christmas Lunch whilst wearing our Christmas Jumpers.
We look forward to welcoming you back on 4th January.

Gangsta Granny
As part of our English lessons pupils from
9MHF went to the Manchester Opera
House to watch a live performance of
Gangsta Granny.

Pupils have been

enjoying reading the book in class and
were

very

performance.

excited
I

to
must

watch

the

say

the

performance was amazing and lived up
to all expectations. There were squeals
of laughter and a dance off at the end,
the whole show got a massive thumbs
up from everyone.

Pupils traveled to

Manchester via tram and after the show
had an opportunity to eat their lunch in
Manchester.

Choices

ranged

from

Chinese food, pizza, KFC, McDonalds,
and luckily for all there was no cabbage
soup anywhere to be seen.

9CGD’s trip to
the Imperial War Museum
9CGD went to the Imperial War Museum in
Salford.
Our topic in Humanities is The War, and the
museum shows the history of war from
1914 to present day. The students were a
credit to the school and they all had a
fantastic time.
The students got to meet a war veteran
and ask him lots of questions.
There were plenty of interactive exhibitions which the students thoroughly enjoyed. The
audio visual stories of war, which play on the hour, are very moving and the students all sat
and listened with interest.
It was a great day out for both the staff and the students.
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