Autumn Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Autumn
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at
New Bridge Learning Centre!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
We have now launched our brand new Parent App ‘Parent Connect’, aiming to keep
you up to date with what is happening at college on a day to day basis. If you haven’t
already signed up to the app, please contact us for support.
We have also launched our own facebook... just search for @NewBridgeLearningCentre
for regular updates from our staff and young people.
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I must admit that this term seems to have flown by, although it has been
immensely busy. Staff and students have readjusted to a new timetable, new
structures, and new guidelines. Once again, staff have shown how totally
committed to our young people they are, and students how resilient they are.
I’m focusing this term’s report on the extracurricular activities we have
been able to reintroduce, which previous restrictions prevented. The key
change has been that students and staff are able to mix with others
enabling students to join for important events.
I was delighted when the L ear n in g Cen t r e S t ud ent Co un c il was at
last able to meet in person in November. We discussed several different
issues which are pertinent to students across the LC and all the reps
articulated their thoughts and opinions with clarity, maturity and
importantly, an overarching concern for others. I’d like to share a short
report from one of our governors who attended the meeting.

“I attended the student council meeting at the Learning Centre
recently. It was the first time I had been in for 18 months. It was
great to see everyone. I was made very welcome.
I was very impressed by the maturity and thoughtfulness of the
student’s contributions. They all had some excellent ideas. They
talked about how to improve the physical environment of the
Learning Centre and how to encourage recycling. They talked about
how to support new students and those who might be struggling.
When asked about which charities the Learning Centre should
support students mentioned relatives who have suffered from
Cancer and other conditions and asked to support those charities.
They came across as caring and confident young people who I am
sure will do a great job of representing and supporting their fellow
students
Thank you very much for inviting me to take part I hope to see
you all again soon”.
(Cathy Williams)
I’d like to thank our governors, Cathy and Ken for attending the meeting
and for their continuous support ensuring our students are at the heart of
all we do.
November 22nd saw our first ‘Wellbeing
Morning’ which involved all students, the
focus of which was the ‘F i v e w ay s t o
wel l-b eing ’:
Give – Students took part in mindfulness
activities, giving themselves a little time to
breathe, calm and reflect, highlighting that
being kind to yourself is very important.
L earn –
students
learnt the
song’ Happy’,
in addition to
learning
dance moves
and playing
different
instruments.

T ak e n ot ic e – This session
was all about team building,
listening to instructions,
problem solving and working
together with their peers.

B e ac ti ve – The students engaged in a
range of exercise activities within their
tutor groups including a 2000 step
session, walking or running outside, and
seated yoga or Zumba.

C o nn ec t – Students learned about the importance of
spending time connecting with others. Students joined
with other groups to have a catch up.

Staff and students did brilliantly in fundraising for this year’s ‘Children in Need’
with a total of £367,
A big well done to Miss Kindon’s Nurture group who raised £82, Special mentions
also to our super fundraisers who were sponsored for the 100-mile challenge, Sam
who raised £28 and top praise to Daniel P for raising a staggering £60 and Ellie S
who raised £60.
Unfortunately, we had to hold our Parents evening virtually in response to advice
from Public Health, however we were able to go ahead earlier in the term with our LC
Parents group which has met twice. Once again, students from Miss Kindon’s Nurture
group provided refreshments. Thanks to all the students for your continued support.
The group invited Michelle Lane to give a talk to share information about the
transition from children to adult services from a social care perspective. Twelve
parents attended the meeting and once again, Michelle was able to convey a lot
of useful information to the assembled group. There was also the opportunity to
answer questions and there were several areas of discussion.
The group have invited Trusha Velti from Point solicitors to the new year meeting
on Monday 31st January. Trusha has spoken to Learning Centre Parent groups for
several years now and specialises in providing legal advice regarding disabled
people. She will offer advice around wills, trust funds, lasting power of attorney
and any other legal matters.
To close, I’d like to share some very moving words from one of our year 14
students, written within a Christmas card to the whole staff team. I don’t mind
admitting it made me cry.
To the Learning Centre and lower New Bridge.
“I don’t only have one family, I have 3, my family at home, at the Learning Centre
and at Lower school. I would like to say a HUGE thank you for every little and big
help you have given me. When my spark fades away, all you staff have made my
spark come back to life. I couldn’t ask for a better family”
Here’s to making a real difference!
Dawn Allison
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Message From
Executive Headteacher
Welcome to our end of term newsletter, and the first with me
writing to you in my new role as Executive Headteacher of New
Bridge School. It’s fair to say it’s been a busy term for me as I get
to grips with having responsibility for New Bridge School, New
Bridge Learning Centre and New Bridge College. One of the most
enjoyable parts of this term has been spending time on each site,
seeing and hearing about the wonderful learning experiences being
created for the pupils and students. You’ll find many examples of
these in this newsletter. I’ve also been inspired by the fantastic
teams on each site, they’re the ones doing the magical work of
creating such outstanding learning opportunities for each and
every young person and nurturing their development every day.
However, I know I’ve only begun to scratch the surface. With so
much going on I’m finding that my biggest challenge is just
keeping up with it all! That’s not even counting the many workbased learning programmes that we have at the College, with
students ‘out there’ in real work settings, learning about the world
of work. “Learning together, Learning for all, Learning for Life” as
we say here at New Bridge. Well I’m definitely learning how to
achieve my aim of regularly keeping in touch with pupils, students
and staff across our huge range of learning environments both on
and off site. Always up for a challenge, I’m looking forward to a
new year and a new term where I can continue to grow into what
is proving to be a very enjoyable role and one I’m thoroughly
grateful for.
As I look to the new year, I’m thrilled to be welcoming our new Head of
New Bridge College, Scott McKeown who starts in January. Scott has
considerable experience working with young people with SEND in the
further education sector and is a fantastic addition to our New Bridge
team. I’ve no doubt his energy and passion will enable us to continue
the outstanding work of the College find new ways to strengthen and
expand our offer.
For now though I want to congratulate all our pupils and students
on their many achievements this term. I want to express my
gratitude to our talented staff team and governors for your
continuing dedication to your roles and everything you do to
provide outstanding education and care for our young people.
Finally, I’d like to say thank you to our families. Your partnership is
essential to your child’s success and your feedback helps to
strengthen everything we do. To all of you, I wish you a very merry
Christmas. As always, I hope you find time to do the things you
love with the people you love.
Take care, stay safe
Gavin

MESSAGE FROM Cathy Williams, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
I would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas from the New Bridge
Governors. I hope that this term has been more normal for you. We have
been delighted to be able to visit school sites after such a long time. Visits
have included a student council meeting at the Learning Centre, where we
heard the thoughtful and caring contributions of the students, and a tour
round the New Bridge College building. It is a great space that has been well
planned for the students. It is ideally situated for making the most of the
facilities of the town centre, and seeing the new extension at the school site.
It provides a great facility for the Autism base.
New governors have recently joined our governing body. I know that they will
bring new perspectives to the school and strengthen our team. Many thanks
to the Trust team who have
supported recruitment and the
induction of new governors.
Have a good break.
Cathy Williams
Chair of Governors
New Bridge School

Cathy Williams
Chair of Governors

Update from
Miss Hanmer
This term, we have had our young people back in the
kitchen cooking. It has been fabulous to see them
engaging and getting stuck in. Several of our students
have been accessing work experience in the food
technology area. Alisha has been an amazing support,
especially helping Caitlin.
Noorul has been a super sous chef and has been
fabulous, just like a TA!
Kibria has been checking the food order is correct and
putting the food items away in the correct places with
the help of Kaneez.
Mariam has also been supporting in Miss Bradley’s class
and doing a fine job with Adeel stepping in to help at
short notice.
I would like to say a massive well done to you all for you help, you have been fabulous.

IBComms 2 WBY
During this second half term we have continued with our theme of Around the World in 80 Days.
We have looked at China, The Coral Reef and The Arctic. We have enjoyed sessions in the
ILS immersing ourselves into the appropriate surroundings, looking at Chinese dragons,
swimming with the fish and standing next to penguins.
We have made lots of props for our Dance and Drama performance, which we enjoyed
recording this week.
We have taken part in a Health and Wellbeing day, where we really enjoyed our chair Zumba
session and the meditation afterwards. Every day we start with ‘Get Fit with Rick’ which is
great fun and gets us all ready for the day.
We are now looking forward to Christmas and have been enjoying making things in
preparation for our Christmas dinner next week.
This has been a great term, we are all getting a little tired now and we are looking forward
to the holidays.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from us all in IBComms 2WBY

Mr Newport
Our theme this term has been
"Around the world in 80 days", as
we looked at Phileas Fogg to link
in to the Learning Centre's theme
of 'inventors'. The pupils have
really enjoyed looking at things
from different countries and
engaging in a wide variety of
activities; particularly, it has been
great making food from around
the world! Two new pupils also
joined our class this year, and all
pupils have enjoyed interacting
with their new peers.

Nurture Group - CKN
The Nurture Group have been out in the
local community this term. They have
been walking to two local cafes to
practice their numeracy and literacy
skills. On the way they have practiced
their road safety skills. The students
have also been developing their social
skills when placing their orders and
paying for their food and drinks. The
students have all shown good manners
and been very polite to members of the
public and represented New Bridge well.

Ebase 1, 2 & 3

Each student throughout the Ebase department has worked really well this
term. They have engaged in many activities including making their own
class poppy displays and raising funds for Children in Need by taking part
in the 100-mile challenge. They enjoyed dressing up in Pudsey t shirts and
hats. They practiced their cutting skills by cutting and sticking money
boxes to collect essential funds.

During Halloween week, Ebase 3
enjoyed scooping out the slimy
insides of the pumpkins before
carving different scary faces on
them.
Each class accesses Outdoor Ed
each week, during which they
have visited a variety of different
parks and museums. Kauser
enjoyed having his photo taken
with a lovely horse on one of their
many adventures whilst Huan
enjoyed playing in the sand pit
and Fatima enjoyed going down
the slide.

Ebase 3 celebrated two birthdays
this term, Huan turned 18 and
Louis turned 19. Louis really
enjoyed plating up all the party
food for his friends and Huan
enjoyed playing with the balloons,
as well as eating birthday cake of
course.
Ebase 1 have been hard at work
creating some lovely handmade
Christmas cards to sell at this
year’s NBLC Christmas market.
Zach, Sarah-Jane, Nahid and
Usayd enjoyed decorating their
class Christmas tree which looks
lovely.
Ebase 2 have participated really
well in their sensory diet
programme each morning. Sadik
really enjoys the trampette and
the stepping stones. They have
also
enjoyed
the
cooking
activities where they have made
cakes and biscuits.
From all the staff and students in
the Ebase department, we wish
you all a very merry Christmas
and a happy new year.

CLAKE
Mrs Keane’s class have loved going out
every week on Outdoor Ed with Mr
Taylor.

They have been to lots of

interesting

places:

Alexandra

Park,

Strinesdale Country Park, Stamford Park
and Daisy Nook Park. They’ve seen lots
of interesting things, frolicked in the
fountains at Stamford park and been
blown about by Storm Barra.

Employability Group
The Employability Group at the Learning Centre have really
enjoyed accessing their Outdoor Education again. Mr Taylor had
made the sessions really interesting by visiting different places
each week such as parks and museums. The group have all had
some input in the lessons and have discussed places they would
like to visit and Mr Taylor has done his best to accommodate
the students’ requests. The group said they had missed
accessing the local community and visiting different areas
around the Oldham area. Some of the group were a bit nervous
at first at going out again after such strict restrictions but each
week their confidence has grown, as has their stamina. They
are now suggesting more areas to walk in and investigate.

DIY in TBN
It has been an exciting term in DIY as we have been
learning skills we would never get to try if we weren’t at
the Learning Centre. We have had a go at laying laminate
flooring, you have to slot the boards in a certain way or
they won’t fit and you need a special knocking block so
that you can knock together the end joint. We have also
had a go at fixing door handles that had worked loose. We
had to remove the push plates to get to the handle’s
bolts. Finally, we’ve also spent some time practicing tiling
using different patterns, such as basket weave stretcher
bond and my favourite, herringbone. The next step is to
fix them on using tile cement.
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