Autumn Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Autumn
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at New
Bridge Horizons!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
This term we have launched our brand new Parent App ‘Parent Connect’, aiming to
keep you up to date with what is happening at Horizons on a day to day basis. If
you haven’t already signed up to the app, please contact us for support.
We have also launched our own facebook page this term... just search for
@NewBridgeHorizons for regular updates from our staff and service users.
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Hi everyone, another year is coming to an end and
although it’s been a difficult year again with COVID I feel
it is a good time to reflect on a couple of the many
positives that have happened over the last 12 months.
Firstly, the way in which everyone has bounced back
from COVID. It’s difficult for most of the service users to
tell us how they have been affected by COVID. Thinking
back to the start of the year and talking to families, we
could see that it had a negative effect on so many.
However, as the year has gone on, we have seen most
service users getting back to being themselves.
Secondly, getting the funding for a new kitchen from The
Moulding Foundation. You may have seen the updates on
the blog and all being well, it will be up and running
before Christmas, we are just waiting for some missing
parts to come. The kitchen will without doubt help
enhance our offer around cooking, be it learning how to
cook a meal or as a social activity.
In the build up to Christmas, we will be having lots of
festive activities including trips out, Christmas jumper
day and music, which I know you will enjoy.
As you may already know, our last day open before we
break up for Christmas will be Friday 17th December, and
we will re-open Tuesday 4th January.
Early next year, we will be looking at and reviewing all the
sessions and activities that we run and the most
important part of this are your views. Your key worker
will be contacting you in the New Year to arrange a
review. Please take part in these and let us know what
you want to do while attending Horizons and how we can
make things better.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff
for their hard work and commitment over the last year, it
is much appreciated.
I would like to wish you, your family and friends a very
happy and peaceful Christmas and all the best for the
New Year, and I look forward to welcoming you back on
Tuesday 4th January.
Take care
John

MESSAGE FROM ALISON NIELD, DIRECTOR
Hi Everyone,
I can’t quite believe that Christmas is rolling round again with such speed, but
the holidays are fast approaching at the end of another busy year.
Thankfully, after all the ups and downs of the last twenty or so months, life
at Horizons is pretty much back on track. The groups are now able to get out
and about in the community more and more, and our young people are
enjoying the activities they’ve missed during the lockdowns. I’m keeping
everything crossed that things continue to be settled.
The new kitchen adaptations are coming along really well, and everyone is
looking forward to being able to use the facilities in the new year. Huge
thanks once again to The Moulding Foundation for all their help and support
with the project, their kindness
really does mean such a lot to us all.
Finally, on behalf of all the directors
of Newbridge Horizons, I’d like to
say a huge thank you to all the staff
team, families, carers and our
fantastic young people for pulling
together to make it a great year
despite all the challenges, and can I
wish you all a very happy Christmas,
and a peaceful, healthy 2022.
Best wishes,
Alison.

Alison Nield
Director,
New Bridge Horizons

est Group
Wow! what can I say about the last year?
As a group I am so proud of how we all have
pulled together to make sure that, although we
had isolated cases, that these were contained
and as a bubble we didn’t burst all of the year.
As a group, we all enjoyed our time spent
together doing the activities that we have been
able to do, and I feel as though we have really
grown in relationship and friendship skills into a
really strong team.
Although what we have been able to do has
been curtailed slightly, we have still got out
every day to the local cafes and we are now out
on the minibus exploring further afield a couple
of times a week. Our cooking skills are second
to none (we only set the fire alarm off once!)
I am looking forward to seeing what 2022 brings
us as a group, individually, and the journeys that
we will progress on.
Thank you to all the families and carers that
have supported myself and the staff team the
last year.

Shelley & Kate NBH
Things have slowly been getting back to some kind of (we hate to
say) normality.
We have now restarted swimming sessions, trampoline sessions which everyone seems to be enjoying!!!
Our Service Users have restarted using public transport, which has
been a great success and allowed them to continue to build on their
life skills, which they have put to good use as they have visited
Housing Units to see Christmas Lights and The Christmas Markets in
Manchester. Whilst there it seemed rude not to indulge in a cheeky
hot chocolate or bratwurst!
Our Service Users have been busy whilst in Horizons, creating a
variety of decorations throughout the year including Halloween and
Christmas.
It’s been fantastic to see all Service Users happy and enjoying their
time at Horizons
Shelley Fletcher & Kate Evans

New Bridge Horizons Directors
We’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
It’s been a tricky year for New Bridge Horizons.
We must never, ever forget that our offer is almost unique. Horizons
offers a quality assured provision for people in the local area who
want to be part of a vibrant and exciting community. Our staff have
been remarkable over the Covid period.
Our young people have had to deal with so much uncertainty. As I
write this we are just getting back to a degree of normality. It’s really
wonderful to see the vast majority coming back into our building.
We’re really looking forward to starting the New Year afresh and reintroducing many of the activities and experiences we have sadly
had to pause.
So, let’s get ready for community work, dance and music workshops,
visits out, afternoon tea and relaxing with our friends.
New Bridge Horizons Directors

Hayley Boyle
My group are loving the
festivities in the lead up to
Christmas, visiting the markets
and getting festive in the room
looking forward to our Christmas
meal and parties over to last few
weeks of the year.
We have had lots of fun all year,
although covid has created some
challenging times we have
adapted our service so we can still
create lots of enjoyment. We
created our own Halloween spooky basement, new style of disco
sessions while in our bubbles, enjoyed many hours of sensory, baking
and art activities but mainly just enjoying spending time with our friends.
Hayley Boyle
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