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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors

and stakeholders to find out all

about what has been happening

over the past term here at 

Hollinwood Academy!

We would like to take this

opportunity to wish all of our

pupils, staff and families all the

very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
This term we have launched our brand new Parent App ‘Parent Connect’, aiming to

keep you up to date with what is happening at school on a day to day basis. If you

haven’t already signed up to the app, please contact us for support.

We have also launched our own facebook page this term... just search for

@HollinwoodAcademy for regular updates from our staff and young people.
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The Autumn term is drawing to a close and I’m writing to

thank you for all your support over this long term.  Our whole

school community is looking forward to a well-earned rest.

The 6th September 2021 seems such a long time ago, we

have achieved so much in this term. We welcomed back 254

children and young people across the school and we are now

wishing 266 children and young people a very Merry Christmas.

We have come a long way since opening in September 2015

with just 50 children and young people and we have grown

from strength to strength. I really enjoy showcasing the

amazing achievements our children and young people have

made on my weekly blog. If you have not seen it yet, please

visit our school website: https://www.hollinwoodacademy.org/

or our Facebook page to view these.

This term, we held our first parents support group and in the

new year we plan to hold more and inform you of how we

can better support our families with the ideas and

suggestions that you brought to the meetings. Mrs Lerigo

and Miss Collinge are also holding Riding the Rapids sessions

for our EYFS and KS1 families – I know the staffing team are

really keen to support as well as our School Health Advisors.

I am really pleased to inform our families that we are now

recognised as an Apple Distinguished School.  As you are

aware, all children and young people have a school iPad.  This

has been effective in breaking down barriers to learning and

enhancing teaching and learning in the classroom.  Apple

representatives have visited school regularly and have always

been keen to share our successes with other establishments

across the world.  We submitted our application for the

Apple distinguished school status in June 2021 and we

received the news this term that we had been successful

with our application. We have been invited to present our

story in an Apple Distinguished School Showcase Webinar

late January and I will look forward to sharing this with you. 

We have developed our school grounds again this term as we

have seen the instalment of the new primary and secondary

gym equipment at the front of the school. The final primary

playground outside Mr Rawson and Miss Prescott’s

classrooms has been completed with a new trim trail for the

children to use. Both sets of equipment have been well



received by all the children and young people and it is

fantastic to see the equipment being used on a daily basis.

For the next ground developments, I will be working with Mrs

Tushingham, our new school business manager, to secure the

fencing at the front of the building and then we can finalise

the sensory garden and remaining secondary playground

equipment and seating areas. I am also working closely with

Mrs Tushingham to improve our provision, in terms of space,

for our current students. Mrs Tushingham is working with a

range of architects to discuss options on how we can utilise

the space we already have within school to better support

our children and young people at Hollinwood Academy. We

are looking into additional spaces that can be used to further

extend the building. As always, I will endeavour to inform

families of these plans in the near future.  

On Monday 6th December I held our first full Governors

meeting and it was wonderful to see (virtually) our five new

governors alongside our longstanding governors where I shared

updates on the school, safeguarding, attainment data,

destinations, pupil premium strategy, school improvement

plan, COVID, catch up funding and finances. Mr Robert

Cockcroft was re-elected as the Chair of Governors for

Hollinwood Academy, this time as a co-opt Governor, approved

by the Trustees. All governors are keen to support the school

and challenge myself and the senior leadership team to do the

best we can for our children, young people and families. 

The focus of our newsletter is new beginnings for our

children, young people and staff. You will find information

about our new governors, new admissions and new members

of the senior leadership team at Hollinwood Academy as well

as fond farewells to staff who are moving on to pastures

new and starting new roles in January 2022. 

Finally, I would like to thank all our children, young people,

parents, carers, staff and governors for all your support,

dedication and hard work during this term. I hope you have a

wonderful Christmas break and I would like to wish you all a

very Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you all on

Tuesday 4th January 2022.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Millard
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOLLINWOOD ACADEMY GOVERNORS

Well we end this year in a familiar position of uncertainty with a new strain of

Coronavirus but hopefully we will all be able to enjoy the holiday season.

Once again the resilience and spirit of all our staff and young people has been

inspiring. The governors are so proud of everyone at Hollinwood Academy.

We hope you all take the time to enjoy the break and manage to stay safe

and we look foward to another year, whatever it might bring.

We wish you all a wonderful holiday season and look forward to being able to

spend time on site in 2022.

Happy Christmas to one and all.

Robert Cockcroft 

Chair of Governors  

Hollinwood Academy



New beginnings -
student/family voice
Logan has only recently started at

Hollinwood Academy and I honestly

can't believe how well he has settled

in his new class.

As a parent I was obviously really

concerned about the transition after

him being home educated for 18

months.

But with huge support from

Catherine Watson and Mr Corrigan,

both Logan and I have felt fully at ease, at every stage of his move to HWA.

I have been blown away by how well Logan has settled and how amazing

everybody is there.

The change in Logan in general has been very positive and its such a relief to

hear him talk about having friends and being included. Both Logan and I have

been blown away by all the staff and pupils at Hollinwood Academy and we

couldn't have asked for a more fitting environment for him to grow and succeed!

Thank you so much!

Since Derry started in September, there has been an overwhelming shift in his

attitude towards going to school.

He is so much happier in himself, meltdowns are less, and he is excited about

learning.

This, in turn, has made our family feel so much less stressed knowing that we are

dropping him off at a place where he is understood and accepted for who he is.

Derry has also made some friends (which never happened in mainstream) and

loves all his teachers. Our family and Derry really couldn’t be happier with

Hollinwood Academy. It was the best

decision we ever made.

We think you are all amazing!



Zoe Rudge
My name is Zoe, I am Creative Arts
Curriculum Lead here at Hollinwood
Academy. I have a performance
background and have taught Creative
Arts for around 15 years now. I am
new to the role of Staff Governor
having taken over from our wonderful
Mrs Halkyard at the start of the
academic year. I wanted to become a
Staff Governor to showcase the
amazing things we do here to the
wider community, from the view of
someone who is teaching here every day. I am very much looking forward
to working with my fellow governors to continue to provide our staff
pupils and families with the best school we can possibly be.

Zoe Rudge 

Portfolio area: Cultural Capital/Community

New GovernorS

Clare Shiel 
I have worked within the Special
Education sector for over twenty
years. I have had the privilege of
working with some amazing pupils.
Each day can be different, challenging
and rewarding all at the same time. I
feel very lucky to have such a
wonderful job!

I am proud to work at New Bridge
School, I have been the lead teacher
in the Autism Base since 2017 and
more recently became an Assistant
Head teacher. I am passionate about teaching and learning and love to
challenge myself to learn every day, my most favourite part of the week
is teaching and spending time in the classroom with the pupils.

I am really excited and feel privileged to be a Governor at Hollinwood
School. I am looking forward to getting involved and seeing the progress
and achievement made by the pupils from a different perspective.  

Clare Shiel 

Portfolio area: Safeguarding

Andrew Hill 
My background is in Recruitment
and I have worked as a Director
supplying high volume accounts in
the e-commerce and retail industry.
I have worked in the industry for
20+ years until recently taking a
step back to help out with Oliver
and his diagnosis of Autism and the
challenges it brings. I am hoping to
find something new next year which
allows me to help with Oliver, as
well as work, which wasn't the case
before and is needed as a family.

I put myself forward to be a Parent
Governor as I have a lot to give and
seeing what the school does for
children on the Spectrum I wanted
to give something back for helping
our family. Simple as that. The
school does a tremendous job.

For me, I am looking forward to
learning much more about Autism
as it is a new life change for me and
my family to adapt to, as it will
have been for all parents with
children here. If my experience can
help all the children a small bit then
I will be happy to have contributed.

Outside of this, we enjoy long walks
with the dogs and swimming
activities. I am
also a huge Man
Utd fan and go
home and away as
often as possible,
which isn’t as
often as when I
was young, free
and single.

Andrew Hill
Portfolio area: Learning/Impact



Lee Wolf  
Hello, I’m Lee Wolf and I became a governor at Hollinwood Academy

in October 2021.

Along with being a governor at Hollinwood Academy I’m a Trustee

of a primary school in Mombasa, Kenya providing education to

around 300 students.  I’m a keen Rotarian, a member of Rotary

Middleton, and the treasurer of the Edgar Wood Society, promoting

the legacy of local architect Edgar Wood in Middleton and around

the country.

Being a trustee of a school in Kenya really sparked my interest in

education to improve an individual’s life chances and, more so, in Kenya the ripple effect this

has on that individual’s family.

I work as a Resource Planner for the railway industry, leading a small team who help to make sure

our resources are supplied at the right place, at the right time.  My experience working for the

railway industry has given me a unique set of skills that are transferable to my role as governor.

As a Rotarian, I have learnt about giving my time as service to my community, and this is another

reason I decided to seek to become a governor.

Rotary has given me the opportunity to get involved with organising events and fundraising, as

has my involvement with the Edgar Wood Society and I hope these skills will prove valuable in

my time as governor.

Lee Wolf

Portfolio area: Compliance 

Rav Gehlon  
I have worked for 15 years in youth, education and community

development in London and Greater Manchester supporting people

from a range of backgrounds including ex-offenders, lone parents,

substance misusers, young people and/or those with SEND into

positive next destinations.  I have worked both within and outside

the formal education sector in delivery and strategic roles with my

current post being MD for a national education and training charity.

All through my adult life, I have been passionate about representing

the views and needs of under-represented groups and have previously acted as a trustee for a

homelessness charity and I also currently volunteer as an Enterprise Adviser (via GMCA) with a

mainstream secondary school in Salford.  On a more personal note, I have a primary school aged

niece who was recently diagnosed with Autism and ADHD which has only added to my passion

to further develop the support available to young people with SEND.

It is for these reasons that I wanted to join Hollinwood Academy as a Governor this September

2021 and look forward to supporting the school – and hopefully the wider MAT – to continue to

go from strength to strength over the coming years.

Rav Gehlon 

Portfolio area: Estates



We have had a new starter to our class this year. Lillie- Mae

joined us in September and is a lovely addition to our class.

She has made some great friendships which has been lovely

to see. We are proud of how welcoming the existing

children have been.  

Lillie’s parents explained how well they feel she’s doing,

especially as she has joined the school so late into primary.

They also feel she is understanding herself and her

emotions more.  

Lillie said, ‘The teachers are kind, helpful and supportive.

There’s lots of nice children to play with and they are

funny.’ We are so happy that Lillie has settled in well.   

Our new starter

School Business
Manager   
I am really excited to join the

Hollinwood Academy team. I

have a corporate business

career background and came

into education 10 years ago in

school business management.

I am really looking forward to

my new role and will be

focusing on supporting

children with smooth operations in school and the

development of our building and grounds. I am really

looking forward in getting to know our children and

all the staff in our amazing school. 



Behavioural Analysis 
and Intervention
I have worked at Hollinwood Academy for 6 years and my background

is in Behavioural Analysis and Intervention. Part of my new role will

be to develop and support the improvement of our specialist

provision; focusing on supporting children and young people with

autism across the primary and secondary domains. This involves

contributing to the development of appropriate curriculum models

to ensure they are accessible and inclusive to provide all children and

young people with opportunities to reach their full potential.

I am looking forward to working in collaboration with the team at

Hollinwood, as well as alongside external professionals, to continue

to develop our knowledge and practice to ensure we provide the

best possible provision for each and every child and young person

at our school. 

Parent and pupil voice 
Pupil  v iews

Elliott - Hollinwood Academy is a lovely place because it has all of

my favourite subjects, the best teachers and the best friends. I

did not have any friends in my old school. 

Logan -  Hollinwood Academy is a really nice school. It is great for

autistic people because the teachers understand everyone. I love

making new friends and there is a lot of cool stuff like swimming

and soft play. It is ok to be autistic because being different is

what makes you special. 

Evan - Hollinwood Academy is a nice school and I like all the teachers in this school.  I like swimming, soft play and art.

Parent v iew 

Logan’s parent

Logan hasn't got any anxiety about going to school anymore, he's excited now.125

He comes home and tells me what he's learned and all about his friends etc.

He is so much calmer and happier at home. I feel like the communication between the teachers and myself is

brilliant as I am a worrier and they put me at ease.

I feel like they care for Logan and see Logan the way I do.

I now feel like instead of just me behind him, he has a Hollinwood Academy army behind him as well.

Evan’s parent 

Our son joined Hollinwood Academy in September, we were unsure about whether we were making  the right

decision or not.

We are pleased to say we have! He took a couple of weeks to settle but who wouldn't.

All the staff we have met have been lovely and helpful.

Evan has made great progress already and seems to have become a more confident boy.

The smaller classes are great, giving the pupils the attention they need.



What a first term the student voice have had! We have a strong group of pupils who act as

mature representatives for their form class.  They have discussed a range of issues from new

gym equipment outside school to organising charity events.  Our first event was Hello Yellow

day, where our children, young people and staff wore yellow to show our support and to raise

awareness and support for Young Minds charity.  Student voice organised a bake sale and pyjama

day for Children in Need where they raised an amazing £366.80. 999 Cenotaph day was the

next charity day organised by student voice where people were asked to wear the colours of

the emergency services to raise money towards a cenotaph.  Student Voices final event of 2021

is ‘Hollinwood Academy’s Christmas Markets’, and we are hoping this event will be as successful

as the previous years.      

The Student Voice has big plans for 2022, which include developing the school’s library and

marking policy and keeping track of major calendar events that we can promote in school. We

are very proud of the hard work and commitment of our student council and the positive impact

that they have had on our school environment. We are certain that they will continue with this

in the new year and are excited to see what they accomplish. 

Student Council 



On Friday 10th December,

Student Voice at Hollinwood

Academy organised and

held their second Christmas

Markets. Another fantastic

success for the student

council. We had hot

chocolate, bric-a-brac,

plants, pie the teacher, a

tombola and a raffle among

many other exciting stalls.

One of most successful

stands was pie the teacher,

thank you very much for all

those that got involved. The

staff and students had a

fantastic afternoon and

together we raised an

amazing amount of money.

On behalf of the student

council, we would like to

wish you all a merry

Christmas and hope you

have a happy new year!

Christmas Markets



Reception class
So, where do I start… Well

firstly, I want to say how

incredibly lucky I feel to be

writing this piece as reception

class teacher. I have worked in

secondary for the past two

years and this is my first year

in a reception class at

Hollinwood. I was obviously worried and slightly apprehensive

about the change, as my secondary communication class were

(and still are) just amazing and I adored the students. It proved to

be a real tug on the old heart strings when I decided on the move.

I miss my old class but I have to say I haven’t had time to think

much about how much I miss them, as the reception class is so

busy and fast paced. This class of students are truly fantastic and,

like I have already said, I feel lucky to have the opportunity to work

with such brilliant characters, who are ready to learn and eager to

succeed and experience new things. The first few weeks were

difficult, but with the support of a great class team and supportive

parents, the children have come on leaps and bounds. They are

exploring more, communicating functionally and are all round heart

melters. I am excited about the New year and what we can achieve

going forward. Have a lovely Christmas all of you and let’s see what

2022 brings for us all.

Mrs Lerigo 



Euan
Euan is visibly very happy at Hollinwood Academy.

He cannot verbally express his enjoyment but it is

clearly evident in his enthusiasm and joy going to

school every day. Euan sings songs from school

which has then enabled us to interact with him at

home. He is gradually beginning to use the

communication tools practiced in class and

transferring this to home. Our biggest hope was

that he would be happy, so we are definitely

achieving that goal.

George
Within the first week I knew I had made be right

choice as George was so settled and happy and

very excited to go to school. His attention is

developing a lot more and he is becoming more

vocal and definitely showing signs of development.

George loves outdoor education and soft play and

having a big cuddle with his teachers.

Oliver
The activities done each day with learning and

sensory work shows great variation. Mrs Lerigo

updates us parents every day on what has been

happening with pictures and videos on ClassDojo.

Massive appreciation to Mrs Lerigo and her

assistants for doing a great job. Oliver is a much

more confident and engaging child already.

Wil l iam
At the beginning of the school year I began to

question whether or not Hollinwood was the right

school for William as meltdowns were the worst

ever, and sleep deprivation was at its greatest. It

is the right school!!! My non verbal little boy can

now communicate his basic needs, and comes

home singing all the school songs word for word.

Meltdowns are few and far between now, and sleep

is getting better. Such an amazing, patient, and

loving reception teaching team. 

Mrs Lerigo 

Reception class
voice 



After an unpredictable first year at Hollinwood (last year) due to COVID, 8NNL have settled into this academic

year and a more ‘normal’ school life really well. It has been a busy term so far with lots going on such as Super

Learning Day (where we had a focus on learning all about Judaism and Hinduism), Children in Need and the

amazing visit to see Van Gogh Alive courtesy of our lovely Miss Rudge! The class are just about getting used

to moving around the school for their different lessons and at breaks and lunches. They seem to prefer this

more than spending their whole time in a class bubble so we have much happier pupils in our form this year! It

is also fantastic to see the class mixing and socialising with other classes. Three members of our form were

keen to do a mini interview about their time at Hollinwood so far. You can read these below: 

Emily F ie ld ing:

• How have you settled into life at Hollinwood Academy? 

“It’s been good. I really enjoy Hollinwood Academy. I have made many friends and have met lots of people. It’s a nice place

to be.”

• What are your favourite things about Hollinwood? 

“I really enjoy doing PE because I get to run about which I find fun.”

• What are your goals for the coming academic year? 

“My goals this year are to be in the top set for both maths and English but I need to study and work a lot harder to get

there.”

• How can your teachers and TA’s support you in achieving your goals? 

“Teachers can help me more and can support me with my work at the times I am struggling. I know I need to ask for help

if needed and I know the teachers and TAs will help be whenever they can.”

Lucas Young:

• How have you settled into life at Hollinwood Academy? 

“It has been both good and bad in different ways. On one side, it’s good because I get to see all of my friends, while on

the other side it’s bad because we have to some lessons that I find boring.”

• What are your favourite things about Hollinwood? 

“I enjoy hanging out with my friends at break and lunch. I like socialising because we did not get to do it that much last year.”

• What are your goals for the coming academic year? 

“I would like to get better at maths and ICT.”

• How can your teachers and TA’s support you in achieving your goals?

“They could continue teaching me as normal as it appears that I am already getting better with the current situation.”

Jacob Doyle:  

• How have you settled into life at Hollinwood Academy? 

“My time at Hollinwood academy so far has been good. I’ve been here a while now and I enjoy it.” 

• What are your favourite things about Hollinwood? 

“My friend Lucas, ICT and I also like when I’ve had a good day but it gets to home time!”

• What are your goals for the coming academic year? 

“To get better at ICT, get something at the school market

(I am looking forward to them) and to have fun!”

• How can your teachers and TA’s support you in achieving

your goals? 

“I don’t know. Maybe just be there if I ever need them.” 

Our Journey so far at
Hollinwood

8NNL are all really looking forward to the fun

Christmas activities in the last week of school

and then for some well deserved Christmas fun

with our families. We wish everyone in our

Hollinwood family a very merry Christmas! 



New students voice 10ZRE 
Name: Jamie

Class: 10ZRE

Joined HWA: November 2021

The teachers are a lot calmer than at my old school, they listen and

give you time. The lessons are alright and I find them easier to follow,

they are calmer and less stressful. At my old school I didn’t like how

busy it was at break and lunchtimes and I like how calm it is here. 

New students voice – 
Miss McMurray 
Name: Tommy

Joined HWA: September 2021

At the start I found it difficult as I didn’t know anyone, there are

now people I like, somewhat more than others. The staff are nice

and calmer and some of them play Kahoot which I like.  I hadn’t been

in a classroom since year 7, I have been able to pick where I sit in

class which has really helped me.

Name: Zach

Joined HWA: September 2021

Hollinwood Academy is more understanding than my last school

because all of the students have a disability.  My last school didn’t

allow me to do things such as go on movement breaks, we didn’t

have any sensory toys, there was only one room I could use if I

needed a quiet space and the teachers weren’t as kind. I am happy

coming to Hollinwood Academy, I wish I had started in year 7.

Year 9 views  
Rachel was asked her views on HWA and she stated that she likes it better than

her other schools which were Newman and Kingsland. She also says that at

Hollinwood Academy, she prefers the teachers and the classes she’s in. 

Rachel’s Mother Amanda was asked about her views on Hollinwood Academy

since Rachel started in September and how she felt things were going. She said

Rachel has really excelled this year since starting at Hollinwood Academy. Her

academic work has really improved due to her receiving the right support. Her

passion of sports has been promoted by staff so she can excel herself further.

Overall, a brilliant start since September. She went on to say she would like to

thank the teachers and TA’s, pastoral, nursing, EHCP and the reception staff as

they have been absolutely fantastic and communication is brilliant. 



Year 7 Voices – Mrs Lomax 
Lucas – I like that you are in one

class in year 7. I like the classwork

because it’s challenging.

Parent comment:

"Since starting Hollinwood

Academy Lucas has grown so

much more confidence in himself

and really enjoys going to school.

Previously, he attended another

secondary school for 3 weeks in

September and he would come

home from school full of anxiety,

worries and it would be a struggle

to get him to talk about his day

or anything he had learned and would spend all his time on his own.

However, after starting Hollinwood academy he is up early, happy to go

in to school and can't wait to tell me about his day in school. When asked

about his school day, he always has a smile on his face going in and

coming out of school as he has made new friends, settled in to the class

and is happy to learn as the school provides a great learning environment

and understands Lucas, his need and struggles. I can honestly say

moving Lucas to Hollinwood Academy was the best thing we did for

Lucas. The school and all the staff are friendly, understanding and all

around amazing with Lucas and the updates on Lucas from his teachers

are a great bonus for us to know how he is getting on and what he has

been learning."

Ibraaheem -  “I love using Lego to construct and I like it because I’m

good at it.”

Leo -  “I like doing outdoor Education.”

Carlo -  “I like doing art and PE and I liked it when it snowed.”

Bryon - “I like Christmas songs and I like Maths because I like working

with numbers.”

Sofia - “I like art and especially the work on Northern Lights.”



September 2021 saw a new group of Year 7 students arrive at

HWA.  7SPS has a mixture of HWA Primary and new students, here

are the thoughts of some of them:

“Being upstairs is really different than downstairs.  I like how we

do more stuff in lessons like Science, I like the Bunsen burners.”

– Amelia G

“I just want to say that Hollinwood is great and I’ve started off

really good.  Plus the staff are absolutely fantastic and I love it

here.  My favourite subjects are creative media, Outdoor ed and

art.” -  Daniel H

“It’s better than my old school because my old school made no

sense, they were mean.  Maths is easy!” – Hayden O

“My time at Hollinwood Academy has been amazing and I would

recommend this school to everyone that needed a school that

has extra help for those in need.” - Connor

Year 7 Thoughts – Mrs Potts



As the term finishes it is also the time of year where we say

goodbye to some of our teaching staff as they move onto to

new and exciting adventures. 

Mrs Lomax will be leaving us in December as she has accepted

a new role as an EHCP officer with the Tameside SEND team,

this is an exciting opportunity and we wish her every success.

Message from Mrs Lomax

I have worked with people with additional needs or mental health

issues since leaving university. I started my career in schools back

at Marland Fold (prior to the formation of Newbridge MAT) as a

Learning Mentor and was inspired by the staff to become a

qualified teacher. I then worked in mainstream primary schools in

Oldham as a teacher and SENDCo.

I then re-joined the Newbridge MAT at the beginning of 2015

and worked alongside Laura and the previous head Jaina as HWA

was being built. 

I am very proud of what we have achieved and I appreciate the

opportunities I have had to to grow. I have been very fortunate

to work with some of the most caring and dedicated staff as

part of a fabulous team of professionals who have been a

strong influence on my professional career.

In the last six years I have worked with lots of families and it has

been a great pleasure working with your children and I take pride

in every milestone they have achieved. I cannot thank all the

families and children enough for all the well wishes I have received. 

I look forward to seeing how the school continues to grow from

strength to strength and wish everyone all the best in the future. 

Mrs Lomax has worked at Hollinwood Academy as a primary

teacher and lead practitioner for Humanities and Living skills

since we opened our doors in 2015. 

Mr Hartley will also be leaving us in December as he has

accepted a new role as an Assistant Headteacher of Key Stage

5 at Firwood High School, Bolton. This is an exciting

opportunity and we wish him every success.

Mrs Lomax & Mr Hartley



Message from Mr Hartley 

Before I came to Hollinwood I worked at a mainstream school

as a geography teacher. I started here in 2018 with a static

group of year 9 students. Coming with little experience of ASC

and SEND, the job soon taught me how our young people need

to be supported. My first year saw many challenges which were

thankfully overshadowed by the successes of our students. I

have learnt a lot at Hollinwood, worked with a fantastic team

of people and taught the most amazing students.  

I am thankful for my time at school and working within the

MAT. Together we have achieved a lot. I have seen some

students go off and succeed at college, supported the school

council in all their events including the very popular Christmas

markets, been involved in the implementation of work

experience and seen how capable our students are when given

the opportunity. I have always believed that careers education

is essential for our young people and was happy to gain a

position as the school’s careers lead last academic year. I am

now facing a new challenge in a different school and this comes

with some excitement but also sadness to be leaving a great

school with some amazing colleagues and equally amazing

students. Thank you for making my time so special and I wish

you all the best for the future.  

Mr Hartley has worked at Hollinwood Academy as a KS4

teacher since September 2018 and lead practitioner for

careers and employability since 2020. 

Both Mrs Lomax and Mr Hartley have made valuable

contributions to the learning and development of the young

people and the school. 

Along with teachers leaving, we also have a number of TAs

leaving to take on new posts. Miss Darlington, Mrs Chowdhury

and Miss Collinson, who have all been successful in new TA

posts at Halcyon Way, Kingfisher’s new free school. Miss

Hatton has successfully secured a new role at TOG Mind and

Mrs Gledhill is returning to the NHS. 

I am sure you will join me and the rest of the staff, Governors

and Trustees of Hollinwood Academy and the New Bridge

Group in wishing the staff well as they begin their new chapters

in his careers.
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